Nicorandil-induced peripheral vasodilatation during cardiopulmonary bypass.
Nicorandil is an antianginal agent with actions at epicardial coronary arteries and arterioles, systemic arterioles, and veins. We report our experience with 7 patients taking oral Nicorandil who had severe vasodilation and hypotension requiring significant vasoconstrictor support after cardiopulmonary bypass. Although the mechanism for this phenomenon remains unknown Nicorandil might be interacting with other factors present during cardiopulmonary bypass, as it has relatively mild hemodynamic effects outside this situation.